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Welcome to The Islander 2014
Warm greetings! Let’s hope as you receive this magazine that we are all enjoying an incredible 
summer in our wonderful homes away from home, our Christian Island cottages! As President 
of your Christian Island Cottagers’ Association, it has been and will be a pleasure and a real 
privilege to serve you and, along with your Board of Directors, do our best to enhance your 
cottage experience on our beautiful island paradise.

Speaking of the Board, let me introduce you to them, but before I do, I want to issue another big 
Thank You to Keith McNair, who has stayed on the Board as our Immediate Past President, for 
longer than necessary and was a great help to all of us and to Barb Yurkiw, who has remained as 
our Acting Secretary and who has kept us organized and also been a pillar of help.

The Present Board Members are:

President   Sonny Goldstein, LHP
Treasurer   Andrew Lam, BSB
Secretary   vacant at this time 
Environment   Doug Bingley, LHP
Directors   Gord Martin, LHP

   Stephen Christie, BSB
   Eli Rubenstein, MP

    Elizabeth Herrema, LHP
 Paul Keefe, LHP

As you can see, we have added Elizabeth and Paul as Directors to cement our relationship 
with the group of LHP cottagers who have already taken steps to retain an appraiser and legal 
counsel, in case we need them for negotiating with our landlord over the coming rent review. 
I urge everyone from both LHP and BSB to join CICA if you are not already a member 
and take seriously the ramifications of the next rent review. We need to represent all of the 
cottagers if we are going to be able to have any influence with our landlord over the rents.

Enclosed with the Islander is a copy of the minutes of the Annual Meeting, and if you 
missed it, it was a good one. Our guest speaker was David Zimmer, MPP for Willowdale 
and Provincial Minister of Aboriginal Affairs. Due to the Provincial Election being called 
the previous weekend, he could not speak officially as the Minister, but was entertaining and 
informative and is good to have as a friend of the Association.

If you wish to contact me directly about any comments or recommendations you may have 
about the Association, the Board or our relationship with our landlords, my email address is 
cicasonny@live.ca and my cottage phone number is 705.247.9061. I look forward to another 
great summer with our cottage friends and neighbours.

Sonny Goldstein, President
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Beausoleil First Nation Chief & Council
The General Election held on June 28, 2014 resulted in the following:

Chief:      Roland (Roly) Monague
Chief Councillor:     Joanne Sandy
Councillors:      Kelvin Jamieson, A. Dan Monague, Karry A. Sandy-  
      McKenzie, Andrew Copegog, Cynthia King
Executive Assistant:    Tanya Roote

Beausoleil First Nation: www.chimnissing.ca

On behalf of Chief and Council and all of the Lands Department, we would like to extend 
our warmest greetings and to wish each and every one of you a safe and enjoyable summer 
season. Please see the BFN insert for more from the Chief & Council.

Passing of Doris White
(Big Sand Bay)

We sadly let you know that original, long 
time cottager Doris White of Big Sand Bay 
has passed away on December 14, 2013. 
She loved her time spent at the cottage 
every summer and will be missed very 
much by her children Derek White, Cynthia 
Campbell and Julie Higgins and her 
grandchildren Ryan and Amber Campbell 
and Elizabeth Higgins.

Submitted by Julie Higgins

Bits & Pieces...
Remember to check our website 
islanderonline.ca often. Cheryl keeps it 
updated with news about BFN, CICA, 
the ferry, and events of interest. Note 
that CICA’s By-Laws, which have been 
amended over the past few years, are 
available for viewing on the site.
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The Imperial Towers
by Doug Bingley

Bringing the Lighthouse to Life

The Christian Island lighthouse is a beautiful ruin. Although the light itself still proudly 
overlooks the bay, the keeper’s house has collapsed, with a few lilac bushes the only 
remaining evidence that someone once lived there.

I have often stood at that site wondering what life must have been like and how the house 
must have looked when the tower was first lit back in1859. Sadly, few pictures remain and 
much of that history has been lost to time.

But all is not lost – Fortunately, the Christian Island light was one of six “Imperial Towers” 
that were built on Georgian Bay. Although there were minor variances in height (Christian 
Island is 55 feet high, others as much as 80 feet), construction methods were almost identical 
for all of the towers and associated keeper’s cottages. While some of the buildings are 
in poor condition, others have been well maintained or totally restored. There are many 
opportunities to see exactly what “our” light house would have appeared in the 19th century.

While not open for tours, the Cove Island lighthouse was one of the last to be de-
commissioned, thus it has remained largely intact. Here’s how the present day Cove Island 
cottage is described by the Bruce County Museum.
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Entering through the back kitchen, the interior of the original 1856 limestone 
dwelling seems haunted. Layer upon layer of tired wallpaper peels and curls away 
from mottled terra-cotta coloured walls. Creaking wooden stairs lead to the loft 
where the ceiling is no more than 5’6” high. Keeper Bill Spears’ words are recalled: 

“it was mighty cold in the spring – it’s all stone. A long time to get it warm, get the 
bedding warm. And oh was it damp. You couldn’t keep wallpaper on the walls.” 
Downstairs, old books are strewn at the foot of the fireplace and stacked on the 
mantle, each dusty copy bearing a yellowed Upper Canada Tract Society bookplate, 

‘with a love of Books and with Books to read no man need be lonely.’

Touring a Lighthouse

Two lighthouses are open for tours, 
giving an accurate reflection of how 
the Christian Island site must have 
appeared.

Designated as a historic site, this 
is one of the easiest of the lights to 
get to as it can be reached by car. 
It is located about 15 km north of 
Kincardine on the Lake Huron Coast. 
The local municipality operates it 
as a museum but unfortunately it is 

temporarily temporarily closed while work is being done to restore the tower.

Chantry Island is a national bird sanctuary but you can arrange a tour through the Marine 
Heritage Society. The guided tour of this beautifully restored light includes a climb to the top 
of the tower. The cost is $30 including the boat ride from Southampton, which is located on 
Lake Huron, approximately 100 km or 1½ hours west of Collingwood. For More Information 
call 866.797.5862 or go to chantryisland.com

Lighthouse Societies

Two groups in our area are dedicated to the preservation of our lighthouse heritage. Bruce 
Coast Lighthouses has a great website displaying many of the lights on the Bruce Peninsula. 
Our local Huronia Light-station Preservation Society is dedicated to restoration of our local 
lighthouses although I could not find a current website for that organization.

4



Super Cottage Coleslaw
From Barb Yurkiw (lasts a week in the fridge)

1 large head of cabbage
1 large onion
4-6 carrots
3/4 C sugar (can substitute with Stevia or Splenda…use less)

Shred cabbage, coarsely grate carrots and slice onion finely.
Layer half of these in a large Tupperware (airtight) container.
Sprinkle with 1/2 of sugar.
Repeat with rest of vegetables and sugar.

Dressing:
1 C white vinegar
1 tsp dry mustard
1 tsp sugar
1 1/2 tsp salt
3/4 C oil

Place vinegar, sugar, salt and dry mustard in saucepan.
Bring to a boil.
Remove from heat and add oil.
Return to heat and return to boil.

Pour hot dressing over cabbage mixture.
Refrigerate 24 hours before serving.
Turn container over a few times during the 24 hours.
Stir ingredients and serve.

Chimnissing Community 
Market: A Pavilion Food & 
Craft Fair 
Mary King, an island entrepreneur, has 
heard from cottagers and island residents 
that they would love to see more folks out 
selling various items at the Pavilion, from 
crafts to food vendors. She has taken it upon 
herself to engage locals to set up booths. 
She chose two Saturdays in July and two in 
August to kick start this endeavor.All are 
welcome, so if any cottagers would like to 
set up please let her know. 

The idea is to create an open, tolerant and 
respectful atmosphere where local artisans, 
crafters, food vendors, businesses, services 
and musicians can come together for a 
day of fun in downtown Chimnissing. It’s 
an opportunity to showcase goods and/or 
services to our community, create a positive 
atmosphere and encourage more people 
to market their goods. She, her husband 
and their son are musicians and have all 
necessary equipment to set up an “open jam” 
while the market is going on. It sounds like 
fun and I encourage all of us to support this 
project. Mary can be reached at 705.796.8695 
or trust.comptroller@hotmail.com.
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Beausoleil First Nation Arts and Crafts
by Doug Bingley

Many Beausoleil First nation members are skilled in the creation of art and more utilitarian 
items such as baskets and furniture. The cottager and mainland communities have been buying 
and collecting these goods for over two generations. Native artisans continue to produce many 
beautiful items to this day, creating opportunities for both buyers and sellers.

Furniture

Early cottagers will remember the twig furniture 
produced by Benny Smith and Jim Toby. The 
furniture was beautifully crafted and reasonably 
priced. Unfortunately, much of it was used outdoors 
and it fell victim to the elements. A few pieces 
remain and hopefully, someone in the village will 
revive the craft of building these beautiful tables 
and chairs.

Quill Boxes

Traditionally, Anishinabek people used locally 
available materials to fashion their goods. For 
storage boxes they used birch-bark, decorated with 
porcupine quillsand beads sometimes augmented 
with sweet grass. Village Elders are teaching 
younger people theses skills in order to keep the 
traditions alive today. You can often find quill 
boxes for sale at Velma’s gift shop located on the 
west side of the village.

Boxes by Velma (a complex one takes close to 100 hours to produce)

Velma’s Grandchildren Miah and Kylan Handcrafted moccasins displayed on a chair made by Velma’s late 
husband Benny Smith
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Adely Monague Leather, Beadwork and Mittens (only 150 days ‘til Christmas) 
24 Shingwauk Miikan 247.2449

Velma’s Tiipi 290 Mkade Kegwin Miikan   247.2148

Nigishima Aboriginal 
Carvings

Museum quality carvings including beautiful paddles by Randal 
and Lyla 137 Mkade Kegwin Miikan, just down the road from 
Velma’s 247.2467

      Sunset Dreamer 
Photography

By Sharon Monague. Sylvester Prints and framed photography of 
the Island 247.2222

Rhonda Manitowabi 
Arts

Specializing in bead-work creations 247.2184

William Monague 
Native Art

William grew up on Christian Island and has travelled the country 
building his skills and selling his art on the Powwow circuit. A well 
known Canadian artist, William sells a variety of art from his 
Midland Galley. 539 Yonge Street Midland

Drums, Carvings and Other Ceremonial Objects

Many of these objects are in use today and can be viewed (and heard) at 
the annual powwow. Although harder to find, they are available for sale 
through vendors at the powwow and directly from the local artisans. 
Check with the Band office for names of possible vendors.

Where to find it

Many local artists work from their homes. Give them a call and they’ll
be happy to set up a visit.
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A Summary of the 
Ste. Marie II era
From the Museum of Indian Archaeology (London)  
(With thanks to Gord Martin)

A 1988 special issue of the Museum of 
Indian Archaeology (London) newsletter The 
Palisade Post is all about “The Christian 
Island Indian Reserve Archaeological 
Masterplan Study.” Many Islanders will 
recall the archaeological work done around 
the old fort site in and around 1987. The 
newsletter gives a concise history of the 
Island’s occupation. They divide into four 
periods. Period 2 is by far the shortest (1648-
1651) but contains by far the best material for 
a movie! Period 3 is long and quiet, running 
until the “modern” era beginning in the mid-
19th century. Their summary of the “action 
drama” second period is as follows:

“The Jesuits realized that their fortified 
mission, Ste. Marie I, was vulnerable to 
attack by the Iroquois and accordingly 
decided to move to Manitoulin Island 
hoping that many of the Hurons would 
accompany them.

However, on May 12, 1649, the twelve Huron 
chiefs met with the Jesuits and told them 
of the plan of many of the Hurons to settle 
on Christian Island. The chiefs also told the 
Jesuits that the non-Christian Hurons who 
were planning to settle on the Island intended 
to become Christians. As a result of this 
meeting, the Jesuits abandoned their plans 
to move to Manitoulin Island and agreed 
to join the Hurons on Christian Island. On 
May 14, 1649, the Jesuits and their helpers 
loaded a raft with their possessions, food and 
livestock and after putting Ste. Marie I to the 
torch, set off for Christian Island. Among the 
provisions taken to Christian Island were ten 
fowl, two pigs, two bulls, two cows, and one 
year’s supply of corn.  

A total of sixty French made the trip to the 
Island, including thirteen Jesuit fathers, four 
coadjutors, twenty-two donees, eleven other 
domestics, six soldiers and four boys. On 
their arrival, they found about 300 Huron 

families living there. The French assisted the 
Huron in clearing land to plant food and also 
participated in the expansion and fortification 
of the Huron village. The French also built 
a fort on the shore of the Island. Unlike the 
original Ste. Marie, this fort had stone walls 
and a bastion at each corner.

During 1649, more Hurons came to the 
Island, and Father Rageneau stated that the 
Huron village adjacent to the fort comprised 
over one hundred longhouses each 
containing eight or ten families, or sixty 
to eighty people. Thus a total population 
of 6000-8000 individuals is suggested, 
although this estimate may be exaggerated. 

In the ensuing winter, there was terrible 
hardship with many Hurons dying from 
starvation or disease. In the spring, small 
parties of Hurons attempted to leave the 
island to collect food. However, the Iroquois 
were lying in wait and all these groups were 
either killed or captured. 

Realizing the hopelessness of their position, 
the Jesuits and about 300 Christian Hurons 
left the island for Quebec City on June 
10th,1650. Another 300 Hurons decided 
to remain on the island for the summer 
and took possession of the Fort after the 
departure of the French. 

During the summer of 1650, an Iroquois 
war party landed on Christian Island, built a 
fortified camp and laid siege to the Hurons 
inside Ste. Marie II. In the fall, the Iroquois 
moved to the mainland and built another fort 
opposite the Island. 

In an attempt to persuade the Hurons to 
join them and move south of Lake Ontario, 
the Iroquois released a Huron prisoner 
with the invitation to join them. During 
the subsequent negotiations, the Hurons 
succeeded in luring over thirty Iroquois 
into Ste. Marie II. Rather than joining the 
Iroquois, the Hurons then killed most of the 
war party which prompted the remaining 
Iroquois to abandon their siege of the island 
and return home. While the Hurons remained 
on the Island for the winter of 1650-51, most 
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Corn and Black Bean Salad
From Barb Yurkiw (also, good as salsa with tortilla chips)

1 tsp olive oil
4 C frozen corn, thawed and drained (or canned corn)
½ - 1 C finely chopped red onion
1 jalapeno pepper, seeded and finely chopped
1clove minced garlic
1/4 tsp each cumin, chili powder
1 can black beans drained and rinsed
1 C quartered grape tomatoes
1 C diced red pepper
2 tbsp lime juice
3 tbsp chopped cilantro
1 tbsp hickory flavoured BBQ sauce
2 tsp sugar
1/2 tsp salt
pepper to taste
 
Put oil in frying pan and sauté corn until slightly charred (7-8 minutes)
Add cumin, chili powder, red onion, garlic and jalapeno.
Continue cooking 1 or 2 minutes.
Cool slightly and then transfer to a large bowl and add remaining ingredients.
Cover and refrigerate at least 2 hours before serving.

fled north to Manitoulin Island early in the 
spring of 1651. Those who did not leave 
early enough were slain by the Iroquois who 
had again returned to Huronia. Thus by the 
summer of 1651, there were few if any Hurons 
left on Christian Island or in Huronia.”

Please note: The 1988 special issue of the 
Museum of Indian Archaeology (London) 
newsletter The Palisade Post is available on 
our website islnderonline.ca

Ruins of Fort St. Marie II. Sketch by Father 
Martin in 1855 (from Jones 1909). Original in 
Archives of Ontario.



Across 

7 Local rattlesnake
10 Before the sandy Graham
15 BFN Island with narrow waist
16 Frog or Toad babies
17 Global _________ System (GPS)
19 Camping location
23 ________ in the Sun Pow Wow
24 Game of Property
25 Big bay east of Cedar Point
26 Plant fit for a (butterfly) King
27 BFN Charitable Fund
28 Winter ferry vehicle
29 Lake with Georgian Bay
  

Down
 1 BBQ Fuel
 2 Ferry dock location (2 words)
 3 Like a Sailboard without a sail 
 (3 words)
 4 White Nose disease victim
 5 Early spring forest flower
 6 Thank You in Objibwe
 8 Small flitty bird
 9 Shipwreck off Hope
 11 Game of words
 12 Pow wow Lake
 13 Western Lake on Island
 14 Huge boney fish
 18 Common Georgian Bay fresh fish
 20 Biggest island in Georgian Bay
 21 Poisonous Spider found on Island 
 (2 words)
 22 Recently arrived large Island    
 omnivore (two words)
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Buy CICA Apparel 
Support your Association
Premium Cotton Twill Cap $16.00 each
Velcro adjust, white or black, with embroidered logo. 
One size fits all

Quantity: Black _______ White _______

Men’s Pique 100% Cotton Shirt (White only) $23.00 each 
with embroidered logo
11oz 100% ultra, preshrunk ring spun cotton. Clean finished placket. 
Three wood-tone buttons. Contoured welt collar and cuffs. Double 
stitched seams. Sizes available M to XL.

Quantity/Size: Medium _______ Large _______ X-Large _______

Ladies’ Pique 100% Cotton Shirt (White only) $23.00 each 
with embroidered logo
Ultra, preshrunk ring spun cotton. Reversed three button placket. 
Three wood-tone buttons. Contoured welt collar and cuffs. Double 
needle bottom hem. Sizes available S to XL.

Quantity/Size: Small _______ Medium _______ Large _______ X-Large _______

Total order amount $ ______________

Name _______________________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________  Apt. # ___________

City _______________________ Prov ________________________ PC ___________

Phone __________________________ Email ________________________________

Island Phone _____________________ Date _________________________________

Please mail this form and cheque (made payable to CICA to:
PO Box 46, Station C
Toronto, ON M6J 3P4

Thank you for supporting your association!
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Security
Insurance Policy Requirements

Beausoleil First Nation Lands Department 
ask that each lessee send in a copy of their 
property insurance, as it pertains to their 
cottage. This must be submitted annually. 
Please send a copy of your current insurance 
policy to

Beausoleil First Nation Lands Department 
1 O’Gemaa Mikkan 
Christian Island, ON, L0K 1C0 
Attention: Jennifer Copegog, 
Lands Manager

To avoid reminder notices from BFN, we 
suggest that you take care of this when you 
receive your policy renewal. The Department 
of Indian Affairs requires that these items be 
listed on your insurance 
policy (if a vacant lot, Public Liability 
coverage is still required for the amount 
listed below):

1. Fire protection
2. Public liability in the minimum    
 amount of $ 1,000,000 (1 Million)
3. The following should be indicated on

the policy: That the loss is made   
payable to Her Majesty the Queen in  
the right of Canada and Beausoleil   
First Nation and to the lessee as their  
respected interest may appear

4. Full legal land description (i.e. The   
 Whole of Lot ____, Block ___,

Lighthouse, Subdivision, or The Whole 
of Lot ____, Big Sand Bay   
Subdivision, etc.)

5. Commencement date and expiry date   
 of policy

Cottage Break-Ins

Please contact the Anishinabeck Police 
Department if you notice anything suspicious 
in your neighbourhood.

Christian Island Detachment 
(705) 247- 2040

After Hours & Emergencies Only
911 or (888) 310-1122 for OPP who will 
contact the officer on call

All disturbances should be reported directly 
to the Island Police for investigation and to 
obtain a proper police report for insurance 
carriers. By advising the CICA of any 
incidents which take place, we may alert our 
members to any problems on the Island.

Anishinabeck Police have also advised that 
it is not necessary to call and enquire if your 
cottage has been broken into. If any of the 
officers note suspicious activity or one of the 
neighbours reports to them, as long as you 
have given permission to BFN to release 
your personal information, the Anishinabeck 
Police Services will advise the cottager. BFN 
Lands Department staff also reminds us 
that each cottager is responsible for signing 
a “Consent to Release Information Form.” 
Without your written permission, the Privacy 
Act does not allow the release of pertinent 
information. As per BFN

If the police department contacts 
our office requesting a phone 
number, and your consent form is 
not filled out and sent to us, then 
we cannot release this information. 
This may leave you uninformed!

Anishinabeck Police have also mentioned 
that it would be prudent to list all electronic 
appliance serial numbers, a brief description, 
perhaps a photo, to be used for identification 
purposes if the goods are recovered. Often, 
nobody has claimed possessions if there is a 
recovery of stolen property, and having the 
information in a safe accessible place would 
assist with your own insurance company and 
for police identification. The safest thing would 
be to take expensive electronics home with 
you and not to leave them at the cottage at all 
in your absence, but we realize this may be 
impractical during the season. When closing 
up in the fall, cottagers might consider taking 
more of their possessions back home with them.
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Another suggestion from our Anishinabeck 
Police Services was to leave no alcoholic 
beverages in the cottage. It is also a good 
idea to leave a note on your front door to this 
effect, No Booze in This Cottage.

And finally, a word regarding fire 
extinguishers. When and if your cottage is on 

fire in the Off Season, nobody will be there to 
use the equipment. Break-ins have occurred, 
where the perpetrators have caused alarming 
amounts of damage spraying the fire 
extinguishers around randomly throughout a 
cottage. Please hide, lock up or remove them 
when nobody will be there over the winter.

C.I. Internet & Radio
High speed internet is now available on the 
island. Delivery is via a microwave link so 
service is only available to Lighthouse Point 
cottagers at present. You can obtain pay-as-
you-go service while dining at Sue’s store.

Internet Pricing

 » There is a one-time installation
charge of $250 including the 
microwave radio and modem. You 
need to provide your own router if 
you want to run wi-fi

 » Monthly charges are $55. Winter
lay-up is available so you only need to 
pay for service during summer months

The speed is pretty good at around 1.5 Mb/s 
download, which is fine for general use 
but perhaps not suitable for heavy video 
streaming. (Besides, you should be outside 
looking at the stars, not watching Netflix).

Christian Island Radio Station

The local station is back on the air at 101.3 
FM. Programming is just ramping up, so 
have a listen.
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The Christian Island Cottagers’ Association 
(CICA) has represented cottagers since 1964, 
and works with Beausoleil First Nation (BFN) 
to maintain a stable long-term environment, so 
that cottagers and their families can enjoy the 
Christian Island experience for years to come. 

Our website islanderonline.ca, and annual 
Islander Newsletter enable cottagers to regularly 
find out what is happening on the island and share 
information. CICA also looks for opportunities 
to hold social events where cottagers can get to 
know each other and the BFN community. CICA 
is led by a volunteer Board of Directors and 
supported by membership fees. 

If you are not currently a member, it is imperative 
that you join us now. We are entering in to a very 
important time in our history on the island and 
need all cottagers to be members so we represent 
a united voice to our landlord when the time 
comes to discuss the upcoming rent review. Come 
to meetings, voice your opinions and volunteer 
to help build our cottage community and help us 
retain our rental levels at reasonable rates.

Christian Island Cottagers Association
(416) 519-0513
PO Box 246, Station C    Toronto, ON M6J 3P4 
contact.cica@gmail.com      islanderonline.ca

The Islander is produced for the 
Christian Island Cottage Community
by The Christian Island Cottagers’ Association
July 2014


